
 
 
 THE PARABLE OF THE TENANTS 
 
Mark 12:1-12 
Key Verse: 12:1b 
 
* THE OWNER AND THE TENANTS (1-9) 
 
1.  To whom and in what context did Jesus tell this parable? Read verse 1. How did the 

owner prepare his vineyard? For what purpose? 
 
2.  After planting and preparing his vineyard, what did the owner do? What is the 

spiritual meaning of the phrase, "He rented the vineyard..."? (1b) What is the 
privilege of the tenants? 

 
3.  Who is the vineyard owner? Who are the tenants? What does this parable suggest 

about the basic relationship between God and mankind? Between God and his own 
people? 

 
4.  Read verse 2. What did the owner expect of the tenants? What is the spiritual 

meaning of "fruit"? (Gal 5:22,23) What mission did God have for his people? 
 
5.  How did the tenants respond? Read verses 3-5. Did the tenants know that the 

vineyard belonged to the owner, not to them? Why did they act like this? (Jas 1:15) 
 
6.  Who were the servants? (Amos 3:7) What does this tell us about Israel's past 

history? About God's patience and love for his people? 
 
7.  How did the owner respond to the tenants' treatment of his servants? Read verse 6. 

What does this teach about the love of God and the meaning of Christ's coming? 
 
8.  Read verses 7-9. How did the tenants respond to the coming of the son? Why? Did 

the vineyard become their possession? What happened? How do the tenants reveal 
the foolishness of ingratitude? 

 
9.  Think again about God's mission and blessing for Israel (Ro 3:2; Isa 2:2; Mic 4:1,2) 

How does this reveal his love for them? What does this parable predict about the 
Gentile world? (9) 

 
* THE REJECTED STONE (10-12) 
 
10. Read verses 10-12. What was Jesus teaching through quoting Psalm 118:22,23? In 

 what respect is Jesus like the rejected stone? (Acts 4:11) How did 
the religious leaders react? What can we learn from Jesus' faith? 


