

TRUE CIRCUMCISION

Romans 2:17–29
Key Verse: 2:29

1.  About what did the Jewish person boast (17–20)? What was the difference between what they taught and what they did (21–23)? What results from such hypocrisy (24)?

2.  When is physical circumcision valuable, and when does it become just like being uncircumcised (25–27)? Who does Paul contrast here?

3.  Who is a true Jew (28–29)? In what sense is “true circumcision” a matter of the heart? What does it mean to be circumcised “by the Spirit”? Why does Paul contrast seeking praise from God rather than praise from men?

4.  In what areas of your life might you be relying on head knowledge, an external practice, or title rather than on genuine inner transformation by the Spirit? How can you focus on cultivating the praise that comes from God?
