
 

 

THE GOD OF BETHEL 
 

Genesis 34:1–36:33 

Key Verse: 35:7 

 

1.  When Jacob settled down, what happened (34:1–4), and what does this show about 

Shechem? How did Jacob and his sons react to the news (5–7), what is emphasized 

here, and why? What did Hamor and his son Shechem propose to Jacob’s family (8–12), 

and why?  

 

2.  What condition did Jacob’s sons give (13–17), and what was their purpose in this? How 

did Hamor and Shechem persuade their men (18–24), and what was their plan? What 

did two of Jacob’s sons do (25–29), and why? How did Jacob rebuke them, and how did 

they respond (30–31)? 

 

3.  What did God again tell Jacob to do (35:1; cf. 31:13)? In preparation, what did Jacob tell 

his household to do, and why (2)? How did he explain what this meant to him (3)? How 

did they respond (4), what happened (5), and what can we learn here? 

 

4.  What did Jacob do (6–7), and what is the significance of the name “El-bethel”? How can 

we have such faith? What happened there (8)? What did God say to Jacob (9–13), how 

did he respond (14–15), and what did it mean? What happened to Rachel (16–19), and 

how does the author comment (20–21)? What else happened (22a)? 

 

5.  Note how the sons of Jacob are listed (22b–26) and the death of his father Isaac (27–

29). What new section begins here (36:1)? How is Esau’s family described (2–5), where 

he went, and why (6–8)? Briefly review Esau’s descendants; how does this bring this 

section of Genesis to a close? 

 

 


